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Book the Month Club---August Selection 


Laxness, Halldor. Independent People. Translated 
from the Icelandic Thompson. Knopf. July 
25,1946. 470p. $3.00. 

Alfred Knopf’s colophon stands for many things. One 
them penchant for publishing the greater Scan- 
dinavian novelists. Madame Undset and Johannes Jensen 
the Knopf list; Verner Von Heidenstam used 
This innocent fact bears real testimony Knopf’s 
publishing idealism, since, except for Madame Undset, 
none these items valuable property any best 
sense the word. says lot, also, for the Book- 
Club editors the way editorial integrity 
that they should have chosen for their August selection 
Independent People Iceland’s premier novelist. For 
this book not destined popularity; too stark, too 
brutally powerful, too difficult its oblique saga tech- 
niques narrative and its non-naturalistic realisms. 
volcanic island some 120,000 people; but 
itis prosperous enough, literarily speaking, sustain 
than three major novelists: Kamban, Gunnarson, and 
Gudjonsson Laxness who, the evidence 
this present volume first published the original Ice- 
almost decade and half ago, easily first 
excellence. Mr. Laxness writes out the richness 
Iceland’s saga-night which broods, 
famous phrase, over literature and life this 
Atlantic outpost the Northern peoples; and the treasure 
house the Scandinavian novel, latest-quarried the 
world’s great novelistic repositories, the chosen instrument 
Von Heidenstam, Undset, Hamsun, Jensen, 
Moberg and himself. 


Bjartur his elemental protagonist, Bjartur the sullen and 
savage universal peasant, Chesterton’s paraphrase 
the Stone Age man stone”; natural unsac- 
ramentalized brute who keeps Christmas his heathen 
ancestors kept the Yule feast, but who knows neither 
Christ nor Thor, and who sums the meaning exist- 
ence the tally the sheep his barren croft, the graz- 
ing beasts who will one day mean independence for him. 
This particular aspect Bjartur makes the reader who 
knows that Laxness was going through his Marxist phase 
the time the novel’s composition wonder if, even 
then, was not uneasily conscious the spiritual truth 
that man does not live bread alone. 


Like Peer Gynt folktale Bjartur fights with 
trolls; like Peer Gynt Ibsen’s drama rides reindeer 
across Glacier river mid-winter. Only does not 
believe the trolls who plague him, Gunnvor the vampire 
woman, and Kolumkilli the long-dead Irish monk, trans- 
lated, folk memory, into croft-haunting devil; and 
the reindeer, unlike Peer’s, real reindeer which shakes 
him off last, his first loss life that all loss: two 
wives are lost; two sons; the girl loves; croft and new 
home. But loss itself not Bjartur’s tragedy; rather 
his own nature, the unregenerate Viking soul which 
insists standing alone the universe and which 
apotheosizes its own meginn (in English its own “might 
and main”). There certain dramatic grandeur per- 
mitted this sort temperament; grows gloomily exult- 
ant the face death and adversity, when 
dreadful scene, tosses glove toward the skeleton his 
son who had been playing the role demon Kolumkilli. 
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the heroic Anglo-Saxon poem, Maldon, has it: “The 
mind must the ‘harder, the heart the keener, the spirit 
the greater, our strength grows less”. 


The hardest blow dealt Bjartur when, due his own 
folly, drunken tutor gets with child the little maid 
has been rearing, with saturnine tenderness, his third 
wife. Even sophisticated reader, who not versed 
the indirect narrative method the saga-men, may 
astray here and suspect incestuous motif; but Asta 
Sollilja the bastard daughter, Bjartur’s first wife, 
Ingolfur Arnasson who goes elected premier 
Iceland. Biartur casts her forth, when her shame becomes 
known, and proceeds get himself ruined through the 
political and financial vagaries consequent upon the war 
1914-1918; but their strange and turbulent love not 
finally thwarted, even though the manner their coming 
together last can hardly construed the conven- 
tional happy ending. For sheer novelistic intensity this 
earth-crossed passion Asta and Bjartur the high point 
the story, and the authentic saga tradition which 
begins with the fatal love Gudrun for Kjartan the 
Laxdale Saga and climaxed modern fiction the 
star-crossed marriage Fru Undset’s Kristin and Erlend. 
Serving sort Greek chorus Hardy rustics, but 
indigenously Icelandic beautifully every 
one, group moor crofters: rugged minds and 
theirs, the minds and bodies simple men who “believed 
private enterprise and they had drink brandy 
would even quote from the sagas and the 
sight into the perceptions childhood has always bee 
one the fortes the Scandinavian writer from 
sen’s tales, through study Torbjorn and 
Synnove, down Ewald’s Little Boy and Malmberg’s 
Ake and his World. Laxness does not believe this North- 
ern flair; here little Nonni’s evening reverie, almost Joycean 
its overtones, Another familiar Scandi- 
navian characteristic, lyric power over landscape and 
weather, also apparent his pages; only, befits the 
dourer Icelandic terrain, get little the sweeter 
lyricism that graces Norwegian, Danish, and, above all, 
Swedish fiction. 
The reader jolted, now and then, into startled con- 
sciousness that the time the novel actually the 20th 
century, just before and after the conflict 1914-1918. 
This not because Laxness fails versimilitude, but 
cause, Iceland, century jostles century bewildering 
Lovers court the cadences the 
Skalds; book buyer refuses proffer Haggard’s King 
Solomon’s Mines because his heart set Arvur Odd’s 
Saga; politician’s wife reads European fiction day and 
converses with long-dead Berserker warriors 
Icelandic social critics have already indicated that Lax- 
ness’ pictures peasant squalor are truer the 17th and 
centuries than the 20th; but there exaggera- 
tion here the Icelandic attitude toward the super- 
natural. Not only Reykjavik, the capital, passionately 
interested spiritism. The late professor Scandinavian 
Harvard University once remarked that Ice- 
landic host his casually let drop him conversation 
the intelligence that Skarphedinn, saga Viking, had red 
hair, and, upon being asked just how could sure 
this intimate but unrecorded detail, replied that had 
often spoken Skarphedinn the moors night. 
The translation seems superb anything Arthur Chater 
has done for Sigrid Undset, especially when Thompson 


conceived, 


Laxness Fast 


Best 


renders the Nordic starkness Bjartur’s and Asta’s 
strophes. What stylistic aberrancies there are must 
laid the door Laxness himself, who occasionally 
serts his method saga objectivity for 
directed toward the organization society; 
doubt, his Marxist preoccupations the early 
when the book first appeared Iceland. 
are going made many authors; Hardy, 
and the great Russians. There is, sure, 
racy talk Turgeniev and Chekhov, and gre 
quantities coffee are consumed tea Tolstoi; 
actually the Irish peasant may closer the 
than his cross-grained Icelandic congener. 

Laxness’ naturalism very strong meat, but justifiable 
honest record natural man not much 
cents, course, and may even overmuch distress the 
ceptible adult, much Hardy can. But Hardy 
absorption fatalism does not rob his pages 
truth, and, actually, keen spiritual penetration for 
who can take and who have the proper credentials, 
were, like the young Catholic curates who have Har 
recommended them for his understanding 
South England character, when they are called into 
sex pastoral duty. Independent People has 
true greatness, but still far cry from those 
Himalyan peaks the Scandinavian novel, 
Kristin and Von Heidenstam’s Tree 
Folkungs. not beyond the realm probability the 
will help earn for its creator the coveted Nobel Priz 


for Literature. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Literary Guild---August Selection 


Fast, Howard. The American. Middle 
Legend. Duell. July 19, 1946. 337p. $3.00. 

Mr. Fast belongs the opposed 
“debunker” school historical writing. several 
ous occasions has attempted, with some success, 
endow the careers historical personages with som 
special significance the pattern historical develop 
ment. His present choice somewhat more obscure 
the others—John Peter Altgeld, mid-Western 
and Governor Illinois during the closing years 
19th century. 


Altgeld pictured the one man 
might have removed politics from the control vested 
moneyed interests and returned the common people 
credited with having recognized the danger 
American imperialism for the benefit business and 
having raised his voice against it. 

German-born John Peter Altgeld knew only poverty 
unending labor his father’s Ohio farm until, 
the Civil War, discovered the life that lay beyond 
his boyhood horizon. Dissatisfied with his father’s 
life acquired the beginnings education, taught 
school for time and managed fail quite easily 
a-dozen occupations. lawyer finally found his 
place the turbulent politics Chicago and became the 
respected upright, honorable interpreter the letter 
the law, Judge Altgeld. 

Here first came into contact with the Haymarket Case, 


where the alleged perpetrators (so called anarchists, 
communists) bombing 
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and riot had been convicted and sentenced death. 
Altgeld became partially convinced their innocence 
and was relatively certain that they had been railroaded 
but did not lift his voice their defense. This preyed 
upon his conscience much that when became gover- 
nor Illinois conducted investigation and granted 
full pardons the survivors acknowledging that all had 
been convicted unjustly. This action brought down 
storm protest upon his head, storm engineered the 
wealthy through their controlled press. Altgeld was 
called radical, socialist, anarchist, revolutionary 
because had dared see justice done and because 
with the plight nascently striving labor. 


Governor Altgeld was astute politician; knew and 
used most the methods, clean and otherwise, the 
trade; was powerful leader the Democratic 
machine. Yet was vaguely disturbed the dominance 
rich industrialists and bankers over political parties. 
knew that Hanna and the Republicans were controlled 
Big Business but when Grover Cleveland sent troops 
break the Pullman strike Altgeld recognized that his own 
party was being sold out the same bosses. opposed 
Cleveland bitterly, bringing further denunciation upon 
himself. 

Working quietly Altgeld gained control the 
party machinery and, surprise state convention, 
wrested control the imminent Presidential Convention 
Grover Cleveland. used the silver issue and 
was really hidden Populist but above all practical 
politician, who wished attain his freeing 
politics from moneyed interests and blocking the economic 
imperialism pursued the same interests within the 
existing framework and with the means available. Altgeld 
swung the convention toward Bland until the young Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan trotted out his famous “Cross 
Gold” speech. That swung the convention Bryan; later 
the presidency was lost together with Altgeld’s Governor- 
ship. 


Broken health, impoverished, still maligned alien, 
Altgeld settled down life study and defense the 
peoples’ interests until his sudden death after unim- 
portant speaking engagement. 

this reviewer The American case special plead- 
ing. Using semi-novel form and choosing his incidents 
wisely the author able lend significance events and 
speeches wills. Altgeld’s attitude toward morality 
practical politician might well suspected ulterior 
motives but the possible existence these never hinted 
Well written and even exciting the book is; one 
will deny the author’s craftsmanship. However does 
not seem impartial complete history and cannot 
trusted such even though grains truth lurk within 
its pages. entertainment reading suitable for 
adults but should not accepted authoritative. 


Scientific Book Club---August Selection 


Epstein, Samuel and Beryl Williams. Miracles from 
Rutgers Press. Aug. 1946. 155p. 
2.00. 


Major advances chemotherapeutics have been made 
within the past twenty years. Where once salvarsan and 


quinine stood lonely splendor the only 


Epstein Hough 


specifics have now host curative agents which 
inhibit the activities disease-producing organisms. Every- 
one familiar with the advent the sulfa drugs the 
1930’s and penicillin the 1940’s. present are 
hearing the first rumors new wonder worker, strep- 
tomycin, which promises further aid filling the gaps 
our defense against disease. Penicillin, tyrothrycin, strep- 
tomycin are examples new kind disease-conquering 
substances—the antibiotics. These are substances pro- 
duced living organisms and inimical other living 
organisms—a case using fire fight fire. The story 
the origin the concept antagonism and the de- 
velopment antibiotics the subject this brief and 
well-popularized book. 


The authors cover their subject five chapters. The 
first synoptic history the development the con- 
cept infectious diseases and medical bacteriology 
general; the second traces the development the concept 
microbial antagonism and describes the preliminary 
work the field. The last three chapters are given over 
more detailed account the three best known anti- 
biotics—tyrothricin, penicillin and streptomycin—in that 
order. host other antibiotics are mentioned but the 
three main ones are discussed thoroughly from the stand- 
point development, uses and problems. each case 
the organisms against which each antibiotic effective 
are listed and the limitations the use the antibiotic 
are given. The authors stress that these are not panaceas, 
journalistic science would have believe every case, 
but are merely effective weapons certain conditions and 
with definite limitations. Dubos, Fleming and Waksman 
are given the major credit but due attention also given 
numerous other investigators whose work was necessary 
the successful development the antibiotics. 


general the book accurate and easily readable 
account the development and status important 
new field medicine. The authors have deftly avoided 
both the Scylla oversimplification and the Charybdis 
overenthusiastic promise. the early historical ma- 
terial there are several references (pp. 14) the 
old canard that religion and the Church hindered the 
early development medicine. the reader warned 
against accepting these statements the book can recom- 
mended worthwhile for acquiring layman’s knowledge 
the antibiotics. 


Hough, Donald. The Camelephamoose. Duell. 


Aug. 1946. 209p. $2.50. 


This rather zany and highly burlesqued semi-fantasy 
the story two soldiers returning civilian life with 
little more than the desire produce animal crackers. 
This desire represents part their revulsion the com- 
plexity and the dehumanizing aspects war well 
the complexities and fallacies civilian life. Bill 
Montreville and Avery Allen meet with many prob- 
lems, including Avery’s wife Enid and her father Desmond 
Stryker. Enid anxious for quick return normalcy 
typified job for Avery one her father’s com- 
panies. Stryker personifies the highly industrialized and 
materialistic New Order with its political control the 
masses, American Fascism not even thinly disguised. 


their attempts develop models animal crackers 
and finance their business the boys run into all sorts 
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Jennings Bromfield 


ridiculous situations, each liberally lubricated with tequila, 
and add all sorts characters their company. The 
climax comes when another ex-soldier, Chris Levin, de- 
velops unbreakable clay which Bill models into 
camelephamoose, their own peculiar contribution the 
concept Fauna”. The camelephamoose 
foisted upon phony politician-professor, backed for public 
office Stryker, fossil. exchange for saving his 
face and the clay formula the boys then extort ten thou- 
sand dollars from Stryker who also promises sell his 
controlled newspaper and abandon his politician-pro- 
fessor. The formula useless because the last substance 
needed harden the clay human blood and the boys 
scarcely think that Stryker will care contribute much 
that. The book rather farfetched and the method 
treatment not entirely orthodox. Profanity and vulgarity 
are found several places. general seems suitab 
for adults but there seems little reason recommend 
any extent. 


Jennings, John. The Salem Frigate. 
Aug. 1946. 500p. $3.00. 


tale sea-war, adventure and love this story 
American seamen during the days the Barbary pirates 
and the War the unsuccessful love lives 
young Salem doctor and marine carpenter the 
introduction the story unfolds over four oceans and three 
continents. The action spans some fifteen vears. Through 
quirk fate Doctor Tom Tisdall and Eben Price mar- 
ried the wrong girls and had brief but stormy marital 
careers while the frigate Essex was building Salem 
yard. Tom married the headstrong and wealthy Selina 
Hackett while Eben married the primmer but more 
fast Patience Nowell. Too late did Tom that 
was Patience really loved and that Selina had mar- 
ried him mostly gain name for her illegitimately 
conceived child. 

With both marriages headed for the rocks Tom and Eben 
enlisted the Navy surgeon’s mate and carpenter’s 
mate respectively. After brief shakedown cruise into 
tropical waters with the Essex they returned and, recon- 
ciliations having been effected, lived happily for few 
months until the jealous Eben placed Selina com- 
promising position that Tom again left her and returned 
the Navy. After short tour duty along the North 
African coast Tom returned find that Selina had com- 
mitted suicide because had failed heed last appeal 
letter which had remained unread. Blaming this last 
tragedy upon Eben Tom sought kill him but was dis- 
suaded Patience. returns the Navy and sails 
with Eben aboard the ill-fated Philadelphia which ran 
aground during chase and was captured with her crew 
Tripoli. Followed long and barbarous captivity from 
which Tom and Eben escaped make their way across 
North Africa safety. After another attempt put the 
Eben-Patience marriage firm basis returned 
the Navy and did tour duty New Orleans with 
Porter. Then the outbreak war with the British 
sailed surgeon the Essex with Porter. Failing 
assignation with other raiders the Atlantic Porter took 
the Essex around the Horn into Pacific waters prey 
upon British whaling After successful career, in- 
cluding side-trip the Marquesas, the Essex was trapped 
and captured the British. Eben Price was killed the 


Doubleday. 
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action. Returned America with cartel Tom 
Patience Salem the story ends. 

adventure novel with historical background thi 
not particularly shining example its 
love story awkwardly evolved stock incident, the 
adventure not very exciting and the history 
done incidental background. Objectionable features 
clude profanity, suggestive discussion matters 
and outright sexual immorality. the 
several sexual episodes the moral tone the book 
seems suitable for adult readers but there little 
recommend any extent. 


Bromfield, Louis. Few Brass Tacks. 
June 1946. 303p. $2.75. 
Mr. Bromfield Ohio gentleman-farmer who believa 
that the only answer our economic problems 
“conserve our (natural) resources, follow policy 
will lead high agricultural yield lowered 
tion cost, and establish our trade upon basis 
words, Mr. Bromfield twentieth-century 
And let said—to his credit, you will—that 
logical Physiocrat. For concludes that the United 
States has much more gain trading with Russia than 
with England. Why? For the good (physiocratic) reason 
that Russia has enormous reserves real wealth, wherea 
England, which obviously the downgrade, has 
anything exchange with us. 
One can admire the moral seriousness Mr. Bromfield 
without subscribing his economic theories. For it’s not 
enough lament over the vulgarities city life and 
enthuse over the common-sense virtues the farmer. 
put this way: much what Mr. Bromfield says 
the evils industrialism true, but instead suggesting 
feasible remedy for these evils, asks us, least 
implication, turn our back the evils and revert 
predominantly agricultural way life. One has the 
feeling that some Mr. Bromfield’s energies ought 
devoted the immediate problem establishing indus 
trial democracy nation which, for weal woe, not 
going back the farm. 
Even more disappointing than the author’s one-sided 
proach economic problems his poorly-concealed 
cism about the United Nations and about lesser 
ments international order, such the Bretton Wood 
monetary agreements. place U.N. puts his 
tion—by which seems mean Russia’s process 
economic and political absorption neighboring 
tries. England and the United States are encouraged 
likewise and thus prepare the way for the 
States the World, which would amount merging 
two great federated states—one Russo-Asiatic-European, 
the other Anglo-Saxon. 
isn’t unprincipled pragmatism which leads Mr. Brom 
field this amazing conclusion; it’s 
leads him astray. And perfectionism, whether eco 
nomics politics, probably more dangerous the long 
run than naked pragmatism. 
Mr. Bromfield’s fatal weakness, economist and 
political scientist, over-simplification. 

Rev. George Higg 
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General Dwight Own 


Story the War. Arco. July 16, 1946. 122p. 


man better equipped tell the story the defeat 
7 . 
the Nazi forces than the Supreme Commander 
the armies the democracies. General Eisenhower’s ac- 
count begins with the text the “Directives the Su- 
preme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force”, issued 
February 12, 1944, and ends chronologically May 
1945, with the formal ratification the unconditional 


surrender Berlin. 


The events between these dates are familiar enough. The 
completeness the picture Allied victory few 
pages arouses the admiration the reader. One reads 
with admiration, moreover, the painstaking care and 
surprise with which the breaching the At- 
lantic Wall was accomplished. Where the General was 
called upon accept ultimate responsibility, details 
the facts and modestly gives the reasons for his decision. 
Even the face the terrifying and destructive might 
with which the Navy, the Air Arm, and the Allied land 
divisions struck, one admires the calculating efficiency 
with which the power peoples aroused the justice 
common cause overwhelmed the enemy. The one 
this reviewer would make proceeds from the 
the giving due credit the indomitable 
the personnel the Allied forces, the General 
mention the spiritual sources from whence most 
that courage was drawn. The Faith and its vestiges are 
till powerful moral elements the democracies. 


The book contains number interesting and attractive 
pictures and enough good maps relief follow the in- 
movements the various armies and campaigns. 
style, the writing model for stating large issues and 
far-flung action with compactness. 


For the historian, the tactitian, and the strategist this 
important book, picturing accurately and name the 
objectives and achievements the various corps, com- 
mands, and Armies. Its very merits this regard, how- 
ever, will limit its appeal; there nothing for those who 
read merely for human interest and sensationalism. 
cannot more safe morally than this will 
appeal adolescents only they are ambitious the 
the future. 

Brother Anthony Frederick, 

St. Mary’s University, 

San Antonio, Texas 


Steen, Marguerite. Bell Timson. Doubleday. July 


373p. $2.75. 


The character the self-interested, amoral woman 
popular one fiction but seldom are allowed glimpse 
unsavory specimen Marguerite Steen has created 
Bell Timson. Divorced from unfaithful husband 
who had carried the family almost into the gutter Bell 
herself with only personal assets use caring 
for herself and her two daughters, Kay and Jo. course 
she could have attained security marring George Glaize, 
moral, stodgy, but Bell had conceived aversion 
for marriage and refused George’s only offer though she 
continued use his friendship for years. 


Eisenhower Steen Cuppy 


Bell’s obligations were twofold—to rear her daughters 
the genteel mode she thought proper and acquire the 
means that would permit them attain security. Her 
assets were few—a limited nursing education, concen- 
trated, determination, lack hindering 
morals and engagingly personality. Through the 
help friend she learned the elements massage, 
technique which she became quite adept. Given few 
cases her friend and Doctor Remington she soon 
worked large and well-paying clientele among so- 
cialites, ending taking most her friend’s better pay- 
ing patients. But then continental holiday French 
doctor offered her his special knowledge and she became 
proficient the art manual abortion. Through this 
the money came rolling and Bell achieved the security 
and position she craved. 


e 
S 


Meanwhile Kay and had reared exclusive 
schools but always under Bell’s supervision. Their lives 
were regulated rigidly and they were kept inexorably 
program. The semi-neurotic Kay rebelled constantly and 
was constantly thwarted, including adolescent pas- 
sion for elder man. Kay grew into life useless 
pleasure. Jo, the younger, was the healthy, buxom prac- 
tical type who caused little worry. Then came the 
War and the terrific bombing London with Bell and 
Kay and dispersed various services. Kay hardened 
under the strain but cracked and the climax the 
story when Bell finds seeking rid herself 
illegitimate child. Bell’s problem solved when 
quickly decides keep the child and her guilty secret 
kept the story ends. 


Even today difficult find many books worthless 
this. Both subject-matter and treatment are objection- 
able and although Bell has short moment emotion 
akin repentance yet neither creditable nor char- 
acter. Morality scarcely acknowledged, there are sug- 
gestive hints sexual perversion and occasional pro- 
fanity. also the book very low caliber. 
All all there seems reason for recommending 
any group readers. 


Cuppy, Will, editor. Murder Without Tears. 
Anthology Crime. Sheri-House. July 1946. 


$3.00. 


Murder Without Tears Mr. Cuppy has turned out one 
the better anthologies its sort. His principle selec- 
tion based upon the DeQuinceyan connoisseur’s precept 
that murder, the hands the proper practitioner, can 
one the fine arts, and that “something more goes into 
the composition fine murder than two blockheads 
kill and killed—a knife—a purse—and dark lane”. 
His choices fall into three categories: essays real crimes 
such past masters Pearson and Roughead; excerpts 
from the Newgate Calendar; and short stories dealing 
with murder. 


His first section graced two passages from the late 
Edmund Pearson, who used bring his studies 
historic crimes the mellow sensibility essayist the 
best tradition Charles Lamb. Pearson can enunciate 
the somewhat startling aphorism criminal esthetics that 
“your true collectors murders not welcome the sex- 
murder with the same enthusiasm with which they greet 
one committed, let say, for inheritance”, senti- 


NS 1S 1 
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ment, one feels sure, which such diverse aficionados 
Samuel Johnson, Anthony Trollope, Honoré Balzac, 
and Hilaire Belloc might nod appreciative assent. Every 
bit good James Thurber’s account the Hall-Mills 
affair, piece whose laconic irony sans malice has always 
struck classic reportorial analysis. Stewart 
Holbrook’s “Belle Indiana” and “Murder Harvard” 
are also good specimens their peculiar genre. 


The Newgate accounts, nothing else, are sanguinary 
curiosities. Though prints full, Mr. Cuppy no- 
where adverts the fact that the Catherine Hayes ma- 
terial provided Thackeray with his source for that almost 
too sardonic early study perfidy, Catherine. high 
time, incidentally, for someone discover Thackeray 
this criminous connection. Dickens knew more crimi- 
nal psychology and Wilkie Collins undoubtedly had 
gustier palate for the more richly sauced saddle criminal 
mutton, but Thackeray remains the only one the great 
Victorians have collected crime like bric-a-brac the 
contemporary sense. 

The fiction section is, seems inescapable one 
effect the usual compromise between the unexplored and 
the very, over-familiar, best, more than little hack- 
neyed. The old guard represented customary force, 
including Agatha Christie’s dazzling tour-de-force, “Acci- 
dent”, which was anthologized only last season Ellery 
Queen’s Rogue’s Gallery. Isak Dinesen’s Gothic chronicle 
Lapland magic and murder Norwegian seaport 
off the beaten track, Grant Allen’s “Curate Churn- 
side”, coolly discerning portrait clerical murderer 
who inhibited dispassionate Aurelian sense 
justice. This collection Mr. Cuppy’s not for the 
regular addict who inhales his Crime Club volumes like 
much morphine; rather for the more discriminating 
Baker Street irregular who patient enough master 
the Latin chorus Quincey’s rollicking Toad-in-the- 


Hole. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. Case the Backward Mule. 
Morrow. July 31, 1946. 250p. $2.00. 


Readers who like Terry Clane, the brisk young Orientalist 
Murder Sleeve, and enjoyed the legerdemain 
with which his Chinese friends, Chu Kee and the latter’s 
beautiful daughter, Sou Ha, spirited him out reach 
the police, will probably like this later volume well. 
Sou still hopelessly love with Terry. Terry free 
again, since the engagement which existed between him 
and Cynthia Renton was broken off when left for war 
and Cynthia became engaged Edward Harold. Re- 
turned from China, Terry finds that Cynthia must 
located and protected against herself and the law once 
more. Which gives him opportunity match wits again 
with his old acquaintance, Inspector Malloy. 


Principal pawn the little blood-spattered wooden figure 
Chinese Immortal riding backward white mule, 
personification the Chinese philosophy that not 
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destination life that matters but what one does along 
the way. Terry once gave the carving Cynthia; and 
Edward Harold dropped the death site her 
cial adviser, Horace Farnsworth. Convicted the 
murder, Harold broke jail while the courts were consider 
his appeal for new trial, and thus becomes the logica 
suspect second crime when Farnsworth’s partner 
also killed, shortly afterward. 


Most puzzling clue Farnsworth’s death was kettle 
water, almost wholly boiled off, his kitchen stove 
his wristwatch the oven the stove. Only Terry 
able see the significance this, and only can 
out the part that partners and wives have wittingly 
unwittingly played the two deaths. 


Typical Erle Stanley Gardner fare, with stock characters, 
involved plot, far-fetched title, synthetic background, and 
plethora stereotypes. The one-sentenced paragraphs 
should make easy for tabloid-readers follow. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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